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SUBJ: IRVING BROWN VISIT TO TUNISIA 

1 . SUMMARY. OVER A FIVE-DAY VISIT, BROWN (AFL-CIO 
REPRESENTATIVE IN EUROPE) SAW MANY LABOR PERSONALITIES 
(CURRENT UGTT EXECUTIVE BUREAU AS WELL AS FORMER LEADERSHIP), 
DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, A RANGE OF RANDOM CITIZENRY, THE PRIME 
MINISTER, AND HABIB ACHOUR IN PRISON. HE FOUND THE 

OPPOSING POSITIONS OF GOT AND UGTT FORMER LEADERS HAD 
HARDENED, WITH RELATIVELY LESS GIVE ON BOTH SIDES. PRIME 
MINISTER NOUIRA OUTLINED HIS DUTY TO PROCEED WITH TRIAL 
AND ACHOUR, ON HIS PART, SEEMED TO WELCOME THE PROSPECT. 

BROWN SAID THAT GEORGE MEANY HAD NOT YET DECIDED ON 
AFL-CIO STARTEGY VIS-A-VIS THE GOT/UGTT CONFLICT BUT 
THAT HE FELT THE PRESSURES WHICH HIS SILENCE HAD PRODUCED. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. JUST BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE FOR PARIS. JULY 31. BROWN 
CALLED UPON ME FOR A DEBRIEFING ON HIS VISIT JULY 27-31. 

HE WAS SUCCESSFUL IN SEEING BOTH PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA 
AND HABIB ACHOUR, IMPRISONED UGTT EX-SECRETARY GENERAL, 

MONDAY, JULY 31. HIS BASIC IMPRESSIONS FROM BOTH MEN 
WERE THAT THEIR POSITIONS HAD CONGEALED, THAT THERE 
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SEEMED TO BE NO FLEXIBILITY FOR A PROMISE ON BARGAINING, 

AND THAT BOTH MEN SEEMED TO WELCOME THE PROSPECT OF THE 
UPCOMING TRIAL. BROWN SAID THAT NOURA LAMENTED THE FACT 
THAT NOBODY APPEARED TO UNDERSTAND THE GOT POSITION 
'INCLUDING OUR AMERICAN FRIENDS" BUT THAT HE HAD THE DUTY 
TO SEE JUSTICE DONE, AND THAT THIS WAS HIS DECISION UNDER 
NOBODY'S INFLUENCE. BROWN SAID THAT NOUIRA RADIATED 
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SELF-CONFIDENCE AND CONTROL OF THE SITUATION, WHICH 
BROWN FELT CONTRASTED WITH THE PRIME MINISTER S EARLIER 
POSITION. BROWN SAID THE PRIME MINISTER DEDUCED ACHOUR'S 
GUILT: THE UGTT CALLED A GENERAL STRIKE JANUARY 26, 

VIOLENCE FOLLOWED, ERGO ACHOUR WAS GUILTY. BROWN 
CHALLENEGED THIS REASONING BY INQUIRING ABOUT CONCRETE 
PROOF IN ACHOUR’S DOSSIER. NOUIRA DISCLAIMED DIRECT 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE PROSECUTION EVIDENCE, SAYING THAT THE 
CASE WAS IN THE HANDS OF THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE. 

BROWN VOLUNTEERED TO NOUIRA THAT THE SEEMINGTLY RANDOM 
SAMPLE OF PEOPLE WHO HAD APPROACHED HIM DURING HIS VISIT 
UNIFORMLY WERE CRITICAL OF THE GOT POSITION. NOUIRA 
COUNTERED THAT HE EASILY COULD PRODUCE A SAMPLE OF 
OPINION TO THE CONTRARY. 

3. LATER IN THE SAME DAY BROWN VISITED HABIB ACHOUR AT 
THE TUNIS CIVIL PRISON-A VISIT WHICH PRIME MINISTER 
NOUIRA HIMSELF FACILITATED. BROWN SAID THAT HE FOUND 
ACHOUR IN HIGH MORALE AND GOOD HEALTH WITH SOME WEIGHT 
LOSS (WHICH HE NEEDED). HE AND ACHOUR REVIEWED THEIR 
NUMEROUS PAST DIFFERENCES OVER LIBYA AND OVER TUNISIA'S 
POSITION ON U.S. WITHDRAWL FROM ILO. BROWN SAID ACHOUR 
ASKED HIM WHAT WAS THE CURRENT POSITION OF AFL-CIO AND 
WHETHER IT WOULD ISSUE APUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE 
GOT/UGTT SITUATION. BROWN ACKNOWLEDGED TO ACHOUR THAT 
THE AMERICAN LABOR FEDERATION HAD SUFFERED A HEAVY DRAFT 
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OF CRITICISM FOR ITS SILENCE ON THE ISSUE, BUT THAT HE 
(BROWN) THOUGHT IT WISER TO MAINTAIN AFL-CIO’S OPTIONS BY 
SAYING NOTHING PUBLICLY BUT EXERTING QUIET DIPLOMACY SANS 
PUBLICITY. BROWN SAID THAT ACHOUR TOTALLY DISCLAIMED 
ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CIVIL RIOTS WHICH FOLLOWED THE 
JANUARY 26 GENERAL STRIKE. HE SAID THAT ACHOUR "ALMOST 
RELISHED" THE PROSPECT OF HIS TRIAL AND THAT HE WOULD 
DEMAND CONDITIONS WHICH INCLUDED HIS RIGHT TO SPEAK AND 
TO CONFRONT ALL WITNESSES: BARRING THESE CONDITIONS, HE 
WOULD STAND MUTE THROUGHOUT THE TRIAL. BROWN SAID THE 
ACHOUR CAMP SOURCES BELIEVED THE TRIAL WOULD BEGIN AROUND 
THE MIDDLE OF RAMADAN, APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 15. 

4. BROWN TOLD US THAT MEANY WAS FEELING PRESSURES DUE 
TO AFL-CIO ISOLATION ON THIS ISSUE RELATIVE TO WEST 
EUROPEAN, ARAB, AFRICAN, AND SOME EAST EUROPEAN TRADE 
UNION BODIES. HE SAID MEANY HAD NOT YET MADE UP HIS 
MIND ON THE BEST STRATEGY FOR AFL-CIO TO FOLLOW BUT THAT 
HE WOULD COMMUNICATE HIS FINDINGS TO MEANY UPON HIS 
ARRIVAL IN PARIS. 

5. BROWN'S VISIT WAS REPORTED IN INDEPENDENT DAILIES 
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LE TEMPS AND AS-SABAH, AS WELL AS SOCIAL DEMOCRAT 
WEEKLY DEMOCRATIE. 

6. COMMENT. WE SEE BROWN'S VISIT AS BENEFICIAL IN 
SEVERAL ASPECTS. IT SERVED TO ILLUMINATE MORE CLEARLY 
THE POSITIONS OF BOTH SIDES IN THIS CONTROVERSY, POSITIONS 
TOO OFTEN OBSCURED BY RHETORIC. WE ALSO FEEL THAT 
AFL-CIO'S ROLE AS AN ACTIVE AND INTERESTED OBSERVER IS NOW 
CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD BY GOT. FINALLY, WE WERE STRUCK BY 
APPARENT RAPPROCHEMENT ATTAINED BETWEEN BROWN AND ACHOUR. 
EVIDENTLY, THEY HAVE PUT ASIDE PREVIOUS BITTERNESS WHICH 
HAD ARISEN DUE TO DIFFERENCES ON VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL 
ISSUES. 
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